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FOREIGN-LANGUAGE REFERENCES 

A concise explanation of the relevance of each listed reference not in the English 
language follows: 

Japanese Patent No. 62-247176: To obtain the max. combustion efficiency of an 
engine as a whole by allowing the spark plug in each cylinder to be ignition-timing- 
controlled independently, in the engine equipped with the cylinders for lean combustion 
and the cylinders for rich combustion. 

The first cylinders 11-13 which are operated by the supply of the mixed gas in the 
vicinity of a theoretical air- fuel ratio and the second cylinder 14 into which the mixed gas 
in lean state is supplied in the low load operation and which is operated by the supply of 
the mixed gas in the vicinity of a theoretical air-fuel ratio in the operation other than the 
low load operation are provided. In such an engine, the spark plugs 51-54 installed onto 
the respective cylinders 11-14 are connected with a distributor 55 5 and supplied with the 
high voltage supplied from an ignition coil 56 controlled by the ignition instruction signal 
supplied from an ECU 60. Said ECU 60 is installed to allow the first cylinders 1 1-13 and 
the second cylinder 14 to perform the ignition timing control independently on the basis 
of the advance map memorized for the cylinder in each group according to the output of a 
cylinder discriminating sensor 57. 
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Japanese Patent No. 7-35016: To provide a uniform burning state for each 
cylinder group o as to enhance stability of an engine by changing a burning state of each 
cylinder group in order to improve the burning state of a cylinder group in a poor burning 
state on the basis of the burning state of each cylinder group. 

A control unit 6 reads in a water temperature TF on a front bank F side and a water 
temperature TR on a rear bank R side on the basis of signals output from water 
temperature sensors 4, 5. When a rotation varying ratio DELTAn < an allowable limit 
value nl 5 an ignition timing ADVR on the rear bank R side is corrected to a delay angle 
side, thereby increasing an exhaust temperature. When DELTAn >=nl, the ignition 
timing ADVR is corrected to an advance angle side, thus securing stability of an engine. 
Thereafter, a value obtained by multiplying a difference between the water temperatures 
TS< TF by a predetermined coefficient is added into the ignition timing ADVR, thereby 
calculating an ignition timing ADVF on the front bank F side. Namely, the ignition 
timing ADVF is set toward the advance angle side by a value equivalent to the difference 
between the water temperatures with respect to the ignition timing ADVR. 
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undersigned's knowledge, either (1) before the mailing of a first Office action on the 

merits, or (2) before the mailing of a first Office action after the filing of a request for 

continued examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1.114. Therefore, in accordance with 

37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b), no fee or statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) is required. 
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4y Please contact the undersigned with any questions or comments regarding this 



Information Disclosure Statement. 
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